Lesson outline: Using Powerful Vocabulary in Writing

1. I talk with students about powerful vocab .  First I ask them what authors they know who use cool/spiffy words... and to give examples they can remember.  I  then explain about  tier 1,2,3 words,  show them a chart of tier 1,2,3 words and  another chart of "what counts" as powerful vocabulary - plus a scale for them to use to set goals for themselves.

2. I show them a semi-boring piece of writing I have done, and I highlight the

 " high-powered" words - usually just 1 or 2.

3. Then I revisit my "boring" piece of writing and model how to "up my score" - by adding or replacing some words with more high-powered vocab. I ask for help from the students.

4. Then I ask them to take their own piece of draft writing and use highlighters (I'll bring them) to find their examples of high-powered words (looking at just ONE page of writing) 

5. If time - they begin to do the same kind of revision with their own draft writing piece.... they ALWAYS find that their score goes up on the scale...!   
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Charts of “what counts” and scale of powerful word usage
	What Counts as “powerful vocabulary”
	 What not to count

	Multisyllabic words ( 3 or more syllables)   - e.g., dynasty, everyone, repented
	Proper nouns

	High powered words ( e.g., Tier 2 or 3)
e.g., abrupt, stealth,  unique, 
	One and two syllable words that with a simple ending become three syllable words (e.g., beginning) 

	Figurative language or words/phrases used in unique ways ( e.g., employ my vision,  friend or foe,  sped like a bullet)
	Any word used incorrectly

Any word used more than twice
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	Level
	  Target # of “powerful words”

	Basic
	2-3

	High basic
	4-5

	Intermediate
	6-7

	High Intermediate
	8-9 (like newspaper articles)

	Middle 
	10-11 

	High Middle
	12- 13 

	Advanced
	14- 15 materials read or written at high school level

	High advanced

	16- 17 materials read or written at a college level or beyond…
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Tier 1, 2, 3 words

	Tiers
	   Definition
	Examples

	1
	Everyday words
	Hot

think

happy

nice

said

play

	2
	 High powered words

Words that rule

Words connected to ones we already know

Spiffy words
	scalding

predict

brute

resentful

depart

register

mount

twitch

boastful

deserted

	3
	Content-specific words
	 environment

 digit

continent
glacier
electricity
government
ecologist

cumulus

climate 
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Student chart 
Name ___________________________________________ 

	
	Piece #1
	Piece #2
	Piece #3
	Piece #4
	Piece #5 

	# of powerful words – 1st draft
	
	
	
	
	

	# of powerful words

2nd draft 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Words/phrases  I’m particularly proud of! 


	
	
	
	
	


Bar chart:  2nd drafts:
                                    Piece #1                                    Piece #2                          Piece #3                    Piece #4                       Piece #5

	12-or more
	
	
	
	
	

	9-11
	
	
	
	
	

	6-8
	
	
	
	
	

	3-5
	
	
	
	
	

	1-2
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