Kindergarten ALOFT

*****DRAFT*******

A Literacy Program in Kindergarten should be comprehensive but it should also be flexible.  For developmental reasons, we do not advocate a specific block approach to literacy.  Reading, writing, and language are fully intertwined at this age/stage and can/should be “taken up” throughout the entire school day.  That said, there are specific outcomes that must be addressed and careful planning is needed to ensure that these elements are fully developed.   Whole group, small group, and independent work time are all important for students at this age.
The ALOFT document is designed to suggest the types of instructional elements needed to accomplish a balanced, yet comprehensive, literacy program in kindergarten.

Note: In addition, interventions and supplementary programs might be used to provide additional explicit instruction for students who need it.

	Essential Instructional Elements for A Literacy Over–arching Framework for Teachers
(non-negotiable components) Kindergarten

	READING
	WRITING
	LANGUAGE AND WORD STUDY

	· Reading Aloud across a variety of genres and content; modeling and discussing what was read. Usually whole group.

GOALS:  To introduce students to good literature and models of fluent reading.  To promote motivation and positive dispositions for learning to read.  To develop comprehending ability.  (See Literature Study below)
	· Interactive writing across genres and content areas, and explicit teaching of specific features of writing, specific skills and processes, and writing for different audience

GOAL: To model writing while thinking out loud the process/es writers use and while engaging the students in the actual writing process
	· Vocabulary and Language Study throughout the day.  Discussion about interesting words, developing of vocabulary and overall oral language development.  In writing, children acquire a corpus of “high potency” words that they can read and (subsequently) write.
GOAL: To build understanding of the structure of our language and skill in the conventions of oral language

	· Shared Reading using a variety of short and long text; text is read by teacher and students (together), usually whole group.
GOAL: To teach letter recognition, initial word-identification strategies, increase vocabulary awareness, and allow students time to notice text features or to “play” with a variety of texts.
	· Shared writing across genres and content areas, and explicit teaching of specific features of writing, specific skills and processes, and writing for different audiences
GOAL: To model the processes and forms of writing


	· Phonological Development and Language Play: including rhyming, alliteration and sound manipulation.

GOAL: To build phonological awareness and promote sensitivity to words, syllables and phonemes.

	· Teacher-Guided Reading: teaching reading strategies or text elements/features with instructional-level text. Usually small, flexible, needs-based groups.

GOAL: To teach students strategies and key elements to support and demonstrate their emergent understanding of reading.
	· Guided Writing to provide specific instruction and scaffolding for small flexible groupings of writers
GOAL: To teach the processes and forms of writing at the level of the students
	· Alphabet Knowledge: explicit teaching of all letter names and recognition of upper and lower case alphabet.

GOAL: To teach students to recognition and write upper and lower case letters.

	· Independent / Self-Selected/ Silent Reading: Independently reading text that matches the reading level or need of the reader.  This may involve partner reading, listening to audio recordings, or re-reading familiar texts. 
GOAL: To provide practice for emerging reading skills and strategies, strengthen ownership/interest in reading, build stamina as readers, and build a community of readers
	· Independent writing (across genres) with a balance of choice and ‘on-demand” kinds of writing.
GOAL: To encourage a problem-solving approach to composition and to encourage students to use their letter-sound knowledge to communicate personally-interesting messages. Also - building ownership 
	· Letter-sound Knowledge: explicit instruction of sound-symbol correspondence for all letters of the alphabet.

GOAL: To teach students letter-sound knowledge.

	· Literature Study/Integrated Study:  Exploring a range of text types, using literary devices and tools to analyze literature across a variety of genres.  Usually whole group.

GOAL: To help students become familiar with and appreciate a variety of types of literature – and use knowledge of literary devices and features to analyze and interpret quality works of literature
	· Integrated study with a focus on diverse genre (especially nonfiction). 
GOAL: To encourage students to write to learn.  
	· Strategic Word Identification: explicit instruction in how to use multiple strategies to read words in text.

GOAL: To teach students a problem solving approach to reading and writing. 

	DRAFT Standards of Practice:

* High quality, engaging text

* Authentic, scaffolded discussion- with teacher think aloud, modeling clear oral language, use of  beginning reading strategies, figuring out unfamiliar vocabulary , identifying genre and noticing author’s craft

* Explicit instruction should involve modeling, guided practice and shared responsibility, and be guided by standards as well as the needs of students

* Small group work should be meaningful, purposeful and matched to the needs of students. At the kindergarten level small group work may include guided reading or more specific work on foundational skills and strategies

*  Independent/exploratory reading should take place every day (perhaps starting with 5 minutes), with teachers monitoring how students are “emergently “ reading. 


	DRAFT Standards of Practice:

· Explicit modeling of how we write, and explanation of why we write

· Authentic purposes for writing – letters, labels, lists, etc. 

* Explicit instruction should involve modeling, guided practice and shared responsibility, and be guided by standards as well as the needs of students

*Small group work should be meaningful, purposeful and matched to the needs of students. At the kindergarten level small group work may include guided writing or more specific work on foundational skills and strategies

*  Independent/exploratory writing and drawing should take place every day (perhaps starting with 5 minutes), with teachers monitoring how students are “emergently “ writing. 


	DRAFT Standards of Practice:

· Active and engaging approach: including playful, authentic activities

· Explicit instruction in phonological awareness, letter ID , letter .sound correspondence, recognition of recurrent patterns ( e.g., onset/rimes)  sight word recognition

· Development of alternative strategies for figuring out words ( Marge – I’m thinking of the ISA approach … 

· Differentiation for students who are above or below expectations at a particular time of the year. 


